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The Michigan Science Teachers Association (MSTA) Board of Directors opposes replacing the Science MEAP High School Test (HST) with the ACT/Work Keys.  The MSTA Board feels the Science MEAP was specifically developed to measure the Michigan Curriculum Framework’s standards and benchmarks that had their start in 1991-1992.  ACT simply does not adequately assess most of these standards.
Since the Science MEAP HST is so closely connected with the Michigan Curriculum Framework, local districts have invested significant resources into aligning curriculum and instruction with the state standards.  Replacing the MEAP with the ACT/Work Keys means districts will have to once again devote limited resources to the process of developing curriculum and aligning local instructional and assessment programs with the state testing program.  In addition, No Child Left Behind legislation requires a state to administer tests that are aligned to the states standards.  

The MEAP program has been a powerful engine for reform because it is aligned to the science standards. The MSTA Board believes changing to an off-the-shelf, norm referenced test that is misaligned with the state standards may cause many districts to abandon the use of the standards entirely and will dramatically short circuit the reforms realized with the MEAP program.
In addition, the cost savings associated with adopting the ACT/Work Keys test is based on faulty assumptions:
· The assumption that Michigan will no longer test in the area of social studies or much of what is now tested in science, mathematics or language arts.   If the state decides to add these components to the high school testing program much of the purported savings gained by moving to an off-the-shelf test would be lost.
· The assumption that there will only be one administration of the test at the high school level.  The only objective way to compare costs is to assume multiple administrations of the ACT/Work Keys just as we have with the current MEAP HST.
· The assumption that districts would not have to spend resources to realign curriculum and instruction with the tests.   Given the high stakes now attached to state assessments through Ed Yes and No Child Left Behind, it is clear districts would be forced to adjust programs to account for the change in tests.
For these reasons, the Michigan Science Teachers Association urges the Michigan Senate, House, and Governor to consider carefully any change from the current MEAP program.  Changing to the ACT/Work Keys Test will not solve current problems with the MEAP test, but instead will force Michigan districts to abandon much of what has been accomplished in K-12 science education through standards based reform over the last decade.
